Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 
PAGE 01 STATE 192255 
60 

ORIGIN MBER-04 

INEO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-00 DODE-00 NSC-10 NSCE-00 ACDA-19 

SSO-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 CIAE-00 PM-07 INR-10 L-03 

NEA-10 NSAE-00 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 TRSE-00 

SAJ-01 H-03 OMB-01 /102 R 

DRAETED BY D/MBER:HHOLZAPEEL:SAS 

APPROVED BY D/MBER:JDEAN 

USIA:HHOLZAPFEL 

EUR/RPM:ESTREATOR 

PM/DCA:RMARTIN 

DOD/JCS:COL.LAFFERTY 

DOD/ISA:RBARTHOLOMEW 

NSC:WHYLAND 

ACDA:HIRSHFEELD 

DESIRED DISTRIBUTION 

USIA 

072637 

O R 270048Z SEP 73 

PM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO USMISSION NATO IMMEDIATE 

INEO USNMR SHAPE 

USCINCEUR 

USDOCOSOUTH 

USLOSACLANT 

CONPIDENTIAL STATE 192255 

E.O. 11652 GDS 

TAGS: PARM, NATO 

SUBJECT: MBFR: PRESS AND PUBLIC 

REF: (A) USNATO 4451; (B) USNATO 3829; (C) STATE 185002 

1 . WE SHARE MISSION CONCERN OVER PRESS LEAKS AND MEDIA 
REACTION. REP (A) EXPRESSES VIEW THAT ALLIES WISH TO 
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EXPAND AGREED AREA OP ALLOWABLE PUBLIC DISCUSSION, MOVING 
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IN DIRECTION OF MAXIMUM CONTROLLED RELEASE OE MAIN LINES 
OE WESTERN THINKING ON MBER. WE EEEL THAT REE (C) REPRE- 
SENTS THE BEST APPROACH TO THESE ISSUES AT THIS TIME. IN 
ORDER TO MEET PRESENT NEEDS REGARDING INEORMATION POLICY 
AND TO HEAD OEE ANTICIPATED PRESS SPECULATION, MISSION 
CAN NOW DRAW ON GUIDELINES AND SUGGESTIONS LAID DOWN IN 
REF (C) IN ANTICIPATION OF ALLIED AGREEMENT ON THEM. 

2. WE BELIEVE THAT WHAT IS PRIMARILY NEEDED EOR MEDIA AT 
PRESENT STAGE IS GENERAL TREATMENT OF BACKGROUND OF 
OVERALL NEGOTIATING PROBLEM, ON THE NATURE OE MBER ISSUES 
RATHER THAN ON THEIR SPECIEICS. SOME OF THE ISSUES SUG- 
GESTED IN REE (A) HAVE ARISEN IN PREPARATORY NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN ALLIED PARTNERS AND WILL NOT NECESSARILY BE PART 
OP THE PINAL AGREED NEGOTIATING POSITION. OTHER ISSUES 
ARE OP A COMPLEXITY AND DEGREE OP DETAIL WHICH AT THIS 
STAGE DEPIES USEPUL AND MEANINGPUL MEDIA BACKGROUNDING, 

OR THEY ARE PREMATURE EOR SPECIPIC DISCUSSIONS NOW. WE 

BELIEVE PRESS HANDLING SHOULD EMPHASIZE THAT THE MAJOR 
POCUS OP OUR NEGOTIATING INTEREST IS TO ACHIEVE A MORE 
STABLE MILITARY BALANCE IN CENTRAL EUROPE AT LOWER LEVELS 
OP PORCES WITH UNDIMINISHED SECURITY. 

3. (A). REF (A) CITES AS MOST IMPORTANT POINT EOR PER- 
SUASIVE EXPLANATION TO MEDIA WESTERN APPROACH TO EVENTUAL 
COMMON CEILING PROPOSAL, NO DOUBT AS RESULT OF RECENT 
PRESS STORIES. WE AGREE THAT OUTPUT SHOULD BEGIN TO 

BUILD CASE FOR COMMON CEILING BY EMPHASIZING IN BACK- 
GROUNDING THE DISPARITIES IN MANPOWER, EQUIPMENT AND GEO- 
GRAPHY. COMMON CEILING CONCEPT ITSELF SHOULD NOT BE AD- 
VANCED UNTIL AFTER ALLIANCE APPROACH IS AGREED WITHIN NATO 
AND PARLIAMENTS HAVE BEEN INFORMED, PER REP (C) PARA 4(E). 

(B) . CONCEPT OP SYMMETRY OP RESULTS COMPRISES RISK 
THAT IT COULD BE TAKEN TO REFER TO COMMON CEILING IN 
EQUIPMENT, E.G., TANKS. WE PREPER TO BUILD CASE ON 
COMMON CEILING IN MANPOWER. AN EXPLANATION OF CURRENT 
IMBALANCES WOULD CREATE SOME UNDERSTANDING OP THIS 
ISSUE. 
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(C) . CONSTRAINTS AND VERIPICATION. THE VERIPICATION 
ISSUE IS SO COMPLEX THAT EPFORTS TO EXPLAIN IT TO THE 
PRESS IN SPECIPIC TERMS WOULD BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE AT 
THIS POINT. CONSTRAINTS IS AN ISSUE OP THE PUTURE, 

EQUALLY COMPLEX AND POSSIBLY BESET BY DIVERGENCIES OF 
VIEWS, THEREFORE BETTER NOT DISCUSSED IN DETAIL AT THIS 
TIME. THE OVERALL CASE EOR BOTH VERIPICATION AND CON- 
STRAINTS CAN BE MADE NOW AS LONG AS IT IS KEPT IN GEN- 
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ERAL TERMS, E.G., AGREEMENTS SHOULD BE ADEQUATELY VERI- 
LIABLE. 

(D) . FORM OE REDUCTIONS. IT IS PREMATURE TO DEAL 
WITH THIS SUBJECT BEEORE ALLIES HAVE DEVELOPED THEIR 
REDUCTION PROPOSALS TO EAST. WE RELIEVE IT WOULD NOT BE 
TO OUR ADVANTAGE TO INTRODUCE THIS TOPIC, WHICH ALSO GETS 
INTO THE ISSUE OE COMPOSITION OP PHASE II, IN MEDIA 
BACKGROUNDING AT THIS POINT. 

(E) . WE BELIEVE THAT THE MBPR COMPLEXITIES THEME 

IS BETTER COVERED AS DESCRIPTION OP THE NATURE OF THE 
PROBLEM. WE DO NOT WANT TO GIVE IMPRESSION THAT NEGO- 
TIATING TASK IS SO DIPPICULT THAT NEGOTIATED OUTCOME 
IS IMPROBABLE. IP THE COMPONENTS OP THE NEGOTIATING 
PROBLEM ARE ADEQUATELY DESCRIBED, THE CONCEPT OP COM- 
PLEXITY WILL BE CONVEYED AT THE SAME TIME. 

4. WE SHARE MISSION VIEW THAT, WITH THE APPROACH OP 
MBPR NEGOTIATIONS, PRESS LEAKS WILL HAVE TO BE ANTICIPATED 

WITH GREATER PREQUENCY. HOWEVER, IT SEEMS IMPROBABLE 
THAT EVEN THE MOST PORTHCOMING MEDIA BACKGROUNDING 
COULD PULLY RESOLVE THIS PROBLEM. RUSH 



CONPIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PROPAGANDA, NEWS LEAKS, INFORMATION CONTROL, PUBLIC ATTITUDES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 27 SEP 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: boyleja 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973STATE1 92255 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: HHOLZAPFEL:SAS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS RUSH 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1973096/aaaaadyn.tel 

Line Count: 139 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN MBFR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: (A) USNATO 4451 ; (B) USNATO 3829; (C, ) STATE 185002 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: boyleja 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 AUG 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 -Aug-2001 by elyme>; APPROVED <24-Sep-2001 by boyleja> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MBFR: PRESS AND PUBLIC 
TAGS: PARM, NATO 
To: NATO 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




